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A TRAGIC LOSS FOR FAMILY, FRIENDS 
AND COLLEAGUES
It comes with great sadness that we 
find ourselves writing this obituary 
following the tragic death of our friend 
and colleague Bill Choi after an accident 
while on a family skiing holiday in France. 
He is survived by his two sons, Alex (15) 
and Xavier (13), his partner Abbey and her 
daughter Phoebe (8).
 William Hong Choi was born in Hong 
Kong in March 1968, the youngest of three 
children and son of a Naval Officer. At the 
age of four he moved with his family to the 
UK and settled in Manchester, where he was 
educated at the William Hulme Grammar 
School. Bill moved to London for his  
medical training and qualified in 1991 
from St George’s Hospital Medical School, 
obtaining an MBBS from the University 
of London. He showed an early interest in 
urology and trained as a specialist registrar 
in the South Thames region, before spending 
a period of research at King’s College 
Hospital studying the safety of laparoscopy. 
It was during his senior training years that 
he became interested in the developing 
area of urological laparoscopy. He obtained 
his fellowship in 2002 and was appointed 
Consultant Urologist at The William Harvey 
Hospital, Ashford, in 2004 (now known as 
East Kent Hospitals Trust). In his early years 
as Consultant, Bill studied and obtained 
a degree in Law. As a highly skilled and 

experienced laparoscopic surgeon, Bill set 
up a regional centre for laparoscopic renal 
surgery and was the network lead for renal 
cancer. In 2014 he became Clinical Lead  
for Urology. 
 Bill was a very keen trainer and as an 
educational supervisor to our specialist 
registrars he played a very active role in 
the Deanery. He was very well liked by his 
trainees and built a good rapport with his 
registrars, ward and theatre staff. Always 
approachable and able, he could perform 
a serious job without taking himself too 
seriously. He had an endearingly cheeky 
sense of humour and would rather be in 
the coffee room chatting with the theatre 
nurses than doing his admin in the office. 

Always smiling and continuing to bring 
humour to his job and our department, Bill 
made us realise that despite the pressures 
of work we all face, it was important 
to keep laughing. He was also a very 
supportive colleague and would always 
make time to discuss a difficult case or 
complication, help out in theatre or just 
meet up for a drink. 
 Bill faced tragedy when he lost his 
wife, Debbie, to breast cancer seven years 
ago. However, under his guidance his sons 
have developed into well-rounded, polite 
and confident young men who are a credit 
to him. Over the last few years he found 
happiness with a new partner, Abbey. 
Skiing was Bill’s passion. He was a very 
keen and experienced skier who always put 
his own and his children’s safety first.
 Bill will be missed very much, by his 
family of course, but also by so many of 
the staff all over our Trust. The nurses 
on the wards, in clinics and in theatres, 
the secretaries, his trainees and medical 
colleagues who have worked with him 
over the years have expressed their shock 
and sadness at his tragic death. He will 
continue to live in all our hearts for a long 
time to come.
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Bill’s cheeky sense of humour will be sadly 
missed


